The 18th
Keck School of

Medicine 2023

Commencement

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
DOCTOR OF NURSE ANESTHESIA
MASTER OF SCIENCE

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

| PHD | DNAP | MPH | MS |

Keck School of Medicine of USC



ryrant

Keck School of Medicine
2023 Commencement
Galen Center, May 13, 2023, 9:15 A.M.

Carolyn C. Meltzer, MD, Presiding

Dean, Keck School of Medicine of the University of Southern California

PROCESSIONAL Class of 2023
Trojan Marching Band
GRAND MARSHAL Francesca Mariani, Ph.D.
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Claire Elizabeth Arata

Development, Stem Cells, and Regenerative Medicine
Mentor: Dr. Gage Crump

“Lifelong Cartilage Regeneration in Zebrafish”

Cynthia Monique Begay
Population and Public Health Sciences/Health Behavior Research
Mentor: Dr. Jennifer Unger

“A Mixed-Methods Approach Examining Cancer Disparities among American Indians and Alaska Natives in California”

Joshua Eugene Berlind
Development, Stem Cells, and Regenerative Medicine
Mentor: Dr. Justin Ichida

“Identification of Therapeutic Targets in Human Cerebral Brain Organoid Models of Neurodegeneration”

Charles Bramlett

Development, Stem Cells, and Regenerative Medicine

Mentor: Dr. Rong Lu

“Deciphering Heterogeneity of Preleukemic Clonal Expansion”

Helena Bugacov
Development, Stem Cells, and Regenerative Medicine
Mentor: Dr. Andrew McMahon

“A Deep Dive into Mechanistic Interactions of Wnt Signaling, and Cell Behaviors in the Self-Renewal and Induction of Nephron Progenitors at
the Outset of Mammalian Nephrogenesis”

Elizabeth Rhea Erwin Burner
Population and Public Health Sciences/Health Behavior Research
Mentor: Dr. Lourdes Baezconde-Garbanati

“Addressing Unmet Needs and Harnessing Social Support to Improve Diabetes Self-Care Among Low-Income, Urban Emergency Department
Patients with Diabetes”

Ukjin Choi
Development, Stem Cells, and Regenerative Medicine
Mentor: Dr. Derek Sieburth

“Defining the Circuits and Mechanisms Mediating a Pacemaker-Controlled Behavior in C. elegans”



Dctor of D hileicphy

Alisha Niki Chou

Population and Public Health Sciences/ Epidemiology

Mentor: Dr. Christopher Haiman

“Utility of Polygenic Risk Score with Biomarkers and Lifestyle Factors in the Multiethnic Cohort Study”

Steven Alexander De La Torre
Population and Public Health Sciences/Health Behavior Research
Mentor: Dr. Albert Farias

“Engagement with Digital Behavior Change Interventions: Dynamics, Dimensions, and Data”

Ashley Nicol Del Dosso

Development, Stem Cells, and Regenerative Medicine

Mentor: Dr. Georgia Quadrato

“Identification and Characterization of SYNGAPI as a Regulator of Human Cortical Neurogenesis”

Bridgette Do
Population and Public Health Sciences/Health Behavior Research
Mentor: Dr. Genevieve Dunton

“Investigating the Associations of Affective Variability and Physical Activity among Young Adults Using Ecological Momentary Assessment”

Xidi Feng
Development, Stem Cells, and Regenerative Medicine
Mentor: Dr. Ching-Ling Lien

“Sex Dependent Cardiac Lymphatic Development and Its Role in Heart Regeneration”

Jesse Lloyd Goldshear

Population and Public Health Sciences/Health Behavior Research

Mentor: Dr. Ricky Bluthenthal

“A Mixed-Methods Study of Risk Environment Impacts on Ontological Security Among Unhoused People Who Use Drugs in Los Angeles”

Jingxuan He
Population and Public Health Sciences/ Biostatistics
Mentor: Dr. David Conti

“Enhancing Model Performance of Regularization Methods by Incorporating Prior Information”



Dctor of D hilesophy

Class of 2023 Continued

Ixel Carolina Hernandez-Castro
Population and Public Health Sciences/ Epidemiology
Mentor: Dr. Theresa Bastain

“Prenatal Exposure to Organophosphate Esters and Early Neurodevelopment”

So Young Jeon

Cancer Biology and Genomics

Mentor: Dr. Charleston Chiang

“Understanding Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia in Different Ethnic Groups in the United States”

Qi Jia
Development, Stem Cells, and Regenerative Medicine
Mentor: Dr. Derek Sieburth

“Endogenous H202 Signaling Positively Regulates the Release of Neuropeptides During a Neuron-Gut Axis Mediated Oxidative Stress Response
in C. Elegans”

Ian Kim
Population and Public Health Sciences/Health Behavior Research
Mentor: Dr. Thomas Valente

“Activity Space Walkability and Outdoor Walking”

Jenny Magallanes
Development, Stem Cells, and Regenerative Medicine
Mentor: Dr. Denis Evseenko

“Dissecting the Cellular and Molecular Mechanisms of Arthrofibrosis”

Bibiana M. Martinez

Population and Public Health Sciences/Health Behavior Research

Mentor: Dr. Myles Cockburn

“Exploring Geography and Multi-level Factors Associated with Disparities in HPV Vaccination among Latino Adolescents

in Los Angeles County”

Sydney Miller

Population and Public Health Sciences/Health Behavior Research

Mentor: Dr. Kayla de la Haye

“Social Networks, Neighborhood Environments, Dietary Patterns and Obesity ”



Dectar of D hiteicphy

Class of 2023 Continued

Stephanie Ariana Navarro

Population and Public Health Sciences/ Epidemiology

Mentor: Dr. Albert Farias

“Investigating Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Patient Experiences with Care and Health Services Use following Colorectal Cancer Diagnosis among

Older Adults with Comorbid Chronic Conditions”

Christine Hotaru Naya
Population and Public Health Sciences/Health Behavior Research
Mentor: Dr. Genevieve Dunton

“Prenatal Sleep Health, Cortisol, and Gestational Weight Gain”

John Duc Nguyen
Development, Stem Cells, and Regenerative Medicine
Mentor: Dr. Andrew McMahon

“DNA Methylation and Heterochromatin Remodeling Promote Switch from Embryonic to Mature Supporting Cell States and Impedes Hair
Cell Regeneration”

Heather Anne Navarro Ogana
Cancer Biology and Genomics
Mentor: Dr. Yong-mi Kim

“Integrin p1 Inhibition Ameliorates Cell Adhesion-Mediated Drug Resistance in Acute Myeloid Leukemia”

Sheila Pakdaman
Population and Public Health Sciences/Health Behavior Research
Mentor: Dr. Jennifer Unger

“The Impact of Childhood Trauma on Substance Use and Mental Health during the SARS-CoV-2 Pandemic among Young Adults”

Fatimata Sanogo

Population and Public Health Sciences/ Epidemiology

Mentor: Dr. Richard Watanabe

“Investigating a Physiological Pathway for the Effect of Guided Imagery on Insulin Resistance ”

Young Jin Seong
Infectious Diseases Immunology and Pathogenesis
Mentor: Dr. Young Kwon Hong

“Pathological Lymphatic-to-Blood Endothelial Dedifferentiation caused by a Viral G-Protein-Coupled Receptor Produces Lymphatic-Origin
Hemangioma”
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Class of 2023 Continued

Laurence Marguerite St. Pierre
Cancer Biology and Genomics
Mentor: Dr. Ite Offringa

“Epigenomic Mechanisms of Smoking-Associated Lung Diseases in Alveolar Epithelial Cells”

Anqi Wang

Population and Public Health Sciences/ Epidemiology
Mentor: Dr. Christopher Haiman

“Life-Style and Genetic Risk Factors for Prostate Cancer”

Menglin Wang

Population and Public Health Sciences/ Biostatistics
Mentor: Dr. Meredith Franklin

“Statistical Downscaling with Artificial Neural Network”

Shirlene D. Wang
Population and Public Health Sciences/Health Behavior Research
Mentor: Dr. Genevieve Dunton

“Developing and Testing Novel Strategies to Detect Inattentive Responding in Ecological Momentary Assessment Studies”

Benjamin Hanson Weekley

Cancer Biology and Genomics

Mentor: Dr. Peggy Farnham

“The Role of MMP-2 Facilitated Histone H3 N-Terminal Tail Proteolysis in Gene Regulation in Myogenesis and Cancer”

Xiaozhe Yin
Population and Public Health Sciences/ Biostatistics
Mentor: Dr. Meredith Franklin

“Uncertainty Quantification in Extreme Gradient Boosting With Application to Environmental Epidemiology”



Dctor of D hilesophy

Class of 2023 Continued

Zipeng Zeng
Development, Stem Cells, and Regenerative Medicine
Mentor: Dr. Zhongwei Li

“Generation of Patterned and Functional Kidney Organoids that Recapitulate the Adult Kidney Collecting Duct System”

Yingi Zhao

Population and Public Health Sciences/ Biostatistics

Mentor: Dr. David Conti

“Integrative Analysis of Multi-View Data with Applications in Epidemiology”



Doetor of Niurse - nesthesia D ractiee

Obianuju Mary Chikwere
Mentor: Dr. Elizabeth Bamgbose

Luke William Clukey
Mentor: Dr. Jeffrey Darna

Lauren Elizabeth Castell Del Rio

Mentor: Dr. Teresa Norris

Julie Ho Duong
Mentor: Dr. Elizabeth Bamgbose

Kyle James Gaddy
Mentor: Dr. Jeffrey Darna

Joseph Heyward Gibson
Mentor: Dr. Elizabeth Bamgbose

Ryan James Goodwin

Mentor: Dr. Elizabeth Bamgbose

Zhi Jing
Mentor: Dr. Elizabeth Bamgbose

Hope Christine Kassel
Mentor: Dr. Elizabeth Bamgbose

Matthew Steven Kook
Mentor: Dr. Elizabeth Bamgbose

Kristina Marie Korte

Mentor: Dr. Elizabeth Bamgbose

Jasmin Kung

Mentor: Dr. Jeffrey Darna

So Hee Lee
Mentor: Dr. Erica McCall

Morgan Ashley McCarver

Mentor: Dr. Teresa Norris

Cesar Rivera

Mentor: Dr. Jeffrey Darna

Amber Michelle Thomas
Mentor: Dr. Elizabeth Bamgbose

Anthony Lin Trejo

Mentor: Dr. Teresa Norris

Steven Michael Valenzuela

Mentor: Dr. Jeffrey Darna

Gary Wei
Mentor: Dr. Jeffrey Darna



Academic Medicine
Director : Dr. Julie Nyquist

Class of 2023

Lindsey Victoria Dunn
Lisa N. Gray

Wong Kalaimakal
Alan Liu

Maria De Jesus Munoz

Mark Anthony James Selleck
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Applied Biostatistics and Epidemiology

Class of 2023

Baiyi Chen

Mentor: Dr. Mariana Stern

Yumeng Gao

Mentor: Dr. Richard Watanabe

Fangqing Liu
Mentor: Dr. Michelle Nuno

Biochemistry and Molecular Medicine

Class of 2023

Kevin Tseng Xiaofan Zhu
Mentor: Dr. Lingyun Ji Mentor: Dr. Wendy Mack
Yuwei Wu

Mentor: Dr. Mariana Stern

Kailun Zhang

Mentor: Dr. Daniel Stram

Rubab Fatima
Mentor: Dr. Mark Frey

Wuyue Hua
Mentor: Dr. Jian Xu

Valerie Haruka Narumi

Mentor: Dr. Evanthia Roussos-Torres

Bailey Anais Richardson
Mentor: Dr. Oliver Bell

Aakriti Singh
Mentor: Dr. Crystal Marconett

Lisa Michelle Swartz
Mentor: Dr. Amir Goldkorn

Renaldo Gerard Toney

Mentor: Dr. Marce Vermulst

Jiaqi Wu
Mentor: Dr. Young Kwon Hong

Robert Anthony Zepeda
Mentor: Dr. Yali Dou



Biostatistics

Class of 2023

Vera Ting Hsu
Mentor: Dr. Richard Watanabe

Xuan Huang

Mentor: Dr. Jaana Hartiala

Tzu Yu Huang

Mentor: Dr. Gazal Steven

Jiayi Nie

Mentor: Dr. Hooman Allayee

Qi Nie
Mentor: Dr

Yutong Qin
Mentor: Dr

Ke Sun
Mentor: Dr

Shiqi Zuo
Mentor: Dr

. Ming Li

. Eric Kawaguchi

. Eric Kawaguchi

. Richard Watanabe

Clinical, Biomedical and Translational Investigations

Class of 2023

Ravi Agarwal

Mentor: Dr. Molly Quinn

Rosario Agiiero

Mentor: Dr. Myles Cockburn

Pradip P. Chaudhari

Mentor: Dr. Cecilia Patino-Sutton



Global Medicine

Director : Dr. Navid Pour-Ghasemi

Class of 2023

Talin Abramian

Nana Abrefah

Joshua Maher Abu-Ghazaleh

Sameer Ahmed

Sophia Mary Talin Arakelian

Krisilda Atieh

Elise Ysanne Austin

Lily Yuping Bai

Kristian Anthony Balmes

Anush Barsigian

Paris Jade Bromber

Angela Serene Chahine

Andrew Pinan Chen

Caroline Heeyon Chong

Jessica Chun

Kariamu Cross

David Cu

Adam Joseph Diab

Jonathan Alexander Diaz

Sarah Jean Donahue

Dahlia Tamar Gordis Earleywine

Niki Ranna Ehsani

Gabrielle Gallo

Maya Elizabeth Golob

Bijan Adrian Hosseini

Kyana Yoonmi Kioko Iida

Kenadi Kaewmanaprasert

Clare Kanchana

Madeline Faith Kim

Kara Nina Kushwaha

Payal Rajesh Lariya

Jaclyn Karen Liang

Aleeque Lori Marselian

Aleena Mirza

Bree Annalise Navarro

Anna Nguyen

Kelly Cong Huyen Nguyen

Elizabeth Vu Nguyen

Holly Nguyen

Katherine Sophie Nguyen

Omid Nikjeh

Chloe Mary Panoussi

Diana Perez

Emma Fatimeh Said

Citlalli Madeleine Sandoval

Anahit Sargsyan

Sabella Singh

Ehson Souresrafil

Niloufar Tabatabaei

Micaela Stealey Tomaro

Anais Noemi Bravo Uriarte

Dhivya Rao Vadapalli

Amirali Vahed

Austen Mario Werab



Integrative Anatomical Sciences
Director : Dr. Kristi Lewton

Class of 2023

Jennifer Aguilar
Raymond Daniel Bernal
Luis F. Hernandez
Shaun Young Kim

Jolie Sima Mavoyan

Seth Schwindt

Ariel Vieira

Medical Physiology

Director : Dr. Harvey Kaslow

Class of 2023

Andrew William Calof
Mentor: Dr. Derek Sieburth

Qixin Zhang
Mentor: Dr. Derek Sieburth



Molecular Microbiology and Immunology

Class of 2023

Che-Yu Chang Simran Mehta Yicheng Zhu

Mentor: Dr. Rongfu Wang Mentor: Dr. Keigo Machida Mentor: Dr. Keigo Machida
Christina Chen Racheal Mulondo

Mentor: Dr. Rongfu Wang Mentor: Dr. Peter Mullen

Alexandra Eleni Christopoulos Ramya Parandaman

Mentor: Dr. Hayoun Lee Mentor: Dr. Weiming Yuan

Xiangxue Deng Xiaoting Ren

Mentor: Dr. Weiming Yuan Mentor: Dr. Weiming Yuan

Emma Antionette Martinez Yi Wang

Mentor: Dr. Axel Schonthal Mentor: Dr. Weiming Yuan

Narrative Medicine
Director : Dr. Pamela Schaff

Class of 2023

Kathy Riley

Karen Tsuyoshi Kiong Sum Wong



Neuroimaging and Informatics
Director : Dr. Meredith Braskie

Class of 2023

Rose Louise Basile Chaunise Johnson

Tyler C. Berkness Tiantian Lei

Vilia Margaret Dedinas Sarah Mahmoud Maraach
Ryan Patrick Foreman Uyen Hoang Nguyen
Aisha Mirette Green Xiru Sun

Maxwell William Hand Vedeline Macarine Torreon

Public Health Data Science

Director : Dr. Trevor Pickering

Class of 2023

Eugene Tan Nguyen

Mingxi Xu



Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine

Director : Dr. Francesca Mariani

Class of 2023

Sharen Abi Nader

Leana Susan Arabatlian

Natalie Dayan Birwadkar

Bohdana Myroslava Briantseva

Alison Buck

Yanpui Chan

Victoria Young Chung

Carla Collier

Kevin Alexander Contreras

Skylar Alexis Giacobetti

Sarah Ibrahim

George William Luke Taitano Johnson

Casey Nicole Joye

Navneet Surjit Kumar

Raphael Domingo Lopez

Akos Marfo-Sarbeng

Mark Mezody

Nathan Joshua Molayem

Charmaine Wing Kwan Ng

Ambrose Thanh Ngo

Falisha Nguyen

Brittany Jean Novoa

Drishti Pandya

Hailey Rose Pangburn

Maria Luisa Perez

Anastasiia Reipolska

Rudolf Vallejera Rigor

Rosemary E. Sease

Brian Jen-Hung Shieh

Bich Van Truong

Stephanie Valdovinos

Vaishnavi Venkat

Taipeng Zhang

Tianming Zhou



Translational Biomedical Informatics
Director : Dr. David Craig

Class of 2023

Yutian Liu

Cheng-Hsiang Lu

Translational Biotechnology
Director : Dr. Carol Lin

Class of 2023

Zhenhao An Hanhan Tang
Dauren Botbayev Jiaxin Wang
Xinpeng Dou Ke Wang
Alexandra Jo Feeken Wen Wen
Lucas Hou Yidian Xu

Sriraksha Bharadwaj Kashyap

Zeyi Yang
Chia-Yun Kuo o

Bingjing Zhang
Tianyi Ma

Bohan Zhang
Riya Dipak Shah

Xuan Zhou

Ankita R. Singh



Class of 2023

Kayla Shavon Adams

Lorena Beatriz Aguilar

Javier Alfaro

Anelis Milagros Alfonso

Kayla Donisha Allen

Jennifer Sarai Alvarado

Christine Nanayaa Amoako

Kaila Reece An

Jade Alexis Anda

Savannah Arceo

Maryam Zahrah Arif

Emozino Tiffany Ayetuoma

Karin P. Babikian

Jackeline Baires

Julianne Chryss Jardeleza Ballon

Jeanette Banos Castro

Alejandra Barreto

Paige Gabrielle Bartholomew

Katherine Elizabeth Bayard

Jerusalem Zewdie Belay

Justin T. Blackburn

Janine Ann Blackmur

Sindhuja Reddy Borra

Ani Betty Boyadjian

Cayla Rose Brooks

Morah Dyan Brown

Janine L. Cadet

Andrea Alejandra Calderon

Allegra Sole Cappuccini

Karla Carrillo

Alberto Carvajal Jr.

Camilla Lopez Catignas

Jenny Chang

Michael Corey Chase

Lily Chattopadhyay

Carmen Elizabeth Chavez

Erika Maya Chen

Jocelyn Jone Chen

Katherine Cheng

Kitty Chiu

Nina Caitlin Christie

John Harold Christman

Chigozirim Maya Selam Chukwu

Sheridan L. Coomer

Zaria Nicole Cosby

Rose K. Cranna

Grace Marie Curran

Noah Danesh

Kaitlin Margaret Danziger

Denise Dao

Jessica Pauline Darke

Anooshree Deshmukh

Gurman Kaur Dhillon

Rachel Sung-Hee Dokko

Amanda Sakura Driver

Christine Duong

Brooke Edwards

Joseph S. Fisketti

Arin Fiterz

Jessica Nicole Flores

Mario Gastelum

Nahal Emilyn Ghanoongooi

Monica Wageeh Girgis

Jorge Ernesto Giron Cantor

Kimberly Nineth Gonzalez

Jordan Nicole Granacki

Maia Simone Griffith

Perjuhi Christina Halajyan

Meredith Caroline Halleen

Laura Diane Whiteside Hancock

Stephanie LaNeigh Hawkins

William David Henry

Joseph Simon Heppelmann

Ayana Erika Herrejon-Velazquez

Mary Justine Herrera

Katelyn Elizabeth Hoffman

Farzana Hossain

Carlos Manuel Huerta

Jason Hung

Yan Hung

Edison Imasuen

Ashleigh Shanniz Rodriguez Ira

Tiffany Equilla Jackson

Emmy Z. Jin

Brittney Lynne Jones

Priya Joshi

Janak Kaur

Mansagar Kaur



WMaster of S ublie Meclth

Sayedanisa Khan

Nicole Khou

Abigail Ji-soo Kim

Isela Marie King

Lizzie Anne Knoll

Sarah Anne Kukich

Katherine Renee La Barbera

Kathleen Marie Lancaster

Gal Lapid

Rosalinda Larios Hernandez

Kathy Chau Le

Alisha You-Jin Lee

Esther Eun Ji Lee

Matthew Lee

Mililani Feliuai Leui

Andy Weikun Li

Mayra Alejandra Llamas

Virginia Yoandra Lopez

Jennifer Cassandra Lopez

Sylvie Nha Chi Luu

Jeffrey Emerson Mair

Gabrielle Lauren Major

Sushmita Majumdar

Saam Malekahmadi

Karen Balasa Manalac

Ashleen Kishore Manix

Emma Kate McDonald

Marivel Medina

Prizma Tamang Mehta

Iman Mekled

Evan Antonio Mihalakakos

Nandini Mishra

Tulsi M. Modi

Joshua James Montefalcon

Ramses Morel Nunez

Mariel Jade Munji

Vanessa Murcia

Khoban Nasim

Kawsar Nasir-Ahmad

Lauren Arcadia Navarro

Veronica Ngin

Ashley Ellen Nicholas

Xiaoli Niu

Alejandra Novoa Vargas

Ifeayin Eziamaka Ogbuli

Anne N. Onyekwuluje

Maricar Navarro Ordonez

Isabella Ortiz

Stefany Ortiz

Anaida Osipova

Edward Padilla

Seti I. Page

Pei-Chen Pan

April Hana Park

Manpreet Kaur Parmar

Rajiv Amrit Patel

Valerie Marie Paz

Katherine Anne Petrarca

Cindy Nguyen Pham

Michelle Qin

Lindsay Nicole Rabas

Brenda Ramirez

Jaqueline Alvarez Ramirez

Miranda Eleanor Rash

Sarah Jessica Reis

Sofia Isabella Reyes

Christopher Philip Richter

Ava Alexandra Ritchie

Delyla Rivera

Vivian Ashley Roberson

Amy Rodriguez

Jesus Jr. Rodriguez

Hana Y. Roushdy

Mary Rozelle

Malikah Naimah Saafir

Shirley M. Saker

Robert Salazar

Marine Dawn Vasquez Sanchez

Jasmeen Joy Ancheta Santos

Jessica Gabriella Santos

Tanzina Sazmin

Jennifer Ashley Sernas

Aman Shaik

Amita Andrea Sharma

Brittany Nicole Shaw

Mia Marie Shokry

Julia Isela Silva

Leslie Sim



WMaster of S ublie Meclth

Karla Lorraine Simmonds

Gagandeep Kaur Singh

Lauren Juliet Sinks

Rowan Irene Smith

Ivana Susic

Jemena-Kristian Tadeo Tabayoyong

Patrick Keoni Tabon

Nicole Tam

Nimisha J. Tanna

Zacari Ani Tatum

Rebecca Louise Thomas

Emma Tian

Erin Keiko Tokutomi

Megan Dan Thy Tran

Thoa Kim Truong

Elizah Uddin

Timothy Emmanuel Valdez

Marissa Valdovinos

Marissa Patricia Valenzuela

Samantha Verganza

Julie Rose Vigil

Veronica Valeria Villacorta

Alma Garcia Villanueva

Garrett Torres Wagner

Jamieson Wilcox

Wennie Wong

Alison Soojin Wood

Jingyun Wu

Jiaqi Xu

William Yang

Jenay Charis Yuen

Amanda Behrman Zeitlin

Queenie Yongxin Zhang

Mona Zia

Ryan Stuart Ziltzer



ALMA MATER

All Hail to Alma Mater

To thy glory we sing;

All Hail to Southern California

Loud let thy praises ring;

Where Western sky meets Western sea
Our college stands in majesty;

Sing our love to Alma Mater,

Hail, all hail to thee!

#KSOMGRAD #USCGRAD #2023TROJAN

Keck School of Medicine of USC
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